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Stratford, CT 
 

OPPOSITION TO HB 6816 
 

Honorable members of the judiciary. 
 
I wish to register my strong opposition to House Bill 6816. 
 
The bill concerns itself with a technology called “microstamping” which at best is unreliable.  
As the technology is as yet unreliable and unavailable by any mass-produced firearm 
manufacturers, it makes no sense to investigate with a result of requiring it.  Perhaps The State 
of Connecticut would be better served by requiring the Connecticut State Police to purchase 
these types of firearms and have their use monitored and evaluated over several years.  This 
would protect the troopers against the accusation of firing in error.  Since the cartridges would 
be micro stamped it would be easily proven if they had or had not fired a shot based on the 
cartridges ejected. 
 
The second onerous part of this bill concerns the purchase of ballistic plates more commonly 
known as body armor. 
 
It should not be a crime for any non-felon to purchase and wear any protective equipment they 
choose, nor should it be a crime for them to purchase such protective equipment via out of 
state web sites or other online methods to obtain the best purchase price. 
 
The idea that forcing someone to go into a brick-and-mortar shop to purchase these items 
would somehow make CT a safer place has a logic that is completely baffling to me.  If a 
criminal was interested in purchasing such protective gear what would stop them from going to 
another state and purchasing it?  Being a criminal has already indicated their willingness to 
ignore or violate laws, why would this be any different?  The only individuals you will be 
inconvenienced with this law would be those who already follow the laws. 
 
Residents in the larger CT cities would be smart to avail themselves and their children of 
ballistic protection. Perhaps the State of CT could offer the children of the largest cities a 
discounted price on ballistic backpacks, so they are somewhat protected on their way to and 
from school each day.  The police departments in these cities are overwhelmed and unable to 
stem the violence in the city limits.  Why punish these residents by making it hard for them to 
protect themselves? 
 
I encourage you to OPPOSE this legislation. 
 
Respectfully submitted. 
Robert Chambers 



 
 


